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Genres

Biography: The story of a real person’s life written by another person.

Mystery: A suspenseful story about a puzzling event that is not solved until
the end of the story. A series of clues is given to help the character solve
the problem.

Science Fiction: A type of fantasy that uses science and technology.
(robots, time machines, etc.)

Poetry: Poetry is verse written to create a response of thought and feeling
from the reader. It often uses rhythm and rhyme.

Informational / Nonfiction: Texts that provide facts about a variety of
topics (sports, animals, science, history, careers, travel, geography, space,
weather, etc.) The information in these types of texts is always real.

Realistic Fiction: A story using made-up characters but could happen in real
life.

Fantasy Fiction: A story including elements that are impossible such as
talking animals or magical powers. These texts are stories where things
happen that couldn’t happen in the real world.

Autobiography: The story of a real person’s life that is written by that
person.

Fable: A fantasy story where the character learns an important lesson.



Book Response Requirements for each Genre

Biography
A response for a biography should include and answer the questions below:

1.

What was the title?

2. Who was the author?
3.
4. Write a summary of what things you learned about this person. (Include at least 5

Who was the book written about?

facts.)

Mystery
A response for a mystery should include and answer the questions below:

1.

What was the title?

2. Who was the author?

3. What was the mystery?

4.

5. Who solved the mystery and how did they solve it?

What were some of the clues that helped to solve the mystery?

Science Fiction

A response for a science fiction book should include and answer the questions below:

1.

2.
3.

4.

What was the title?

Who was the author?

Write a summary of the book's events. (Remember to include in your summary: the
story'’s setting, characters, problem and solution.)

Give at least two examples of things that the author used that made this book science
fiction. (For example: Did he or she write about robots or experiments in labs?)

Poetry

A response for poetry should include and answer the questions below:
Choose 5 poems from the poetry book that you liked the best.

1.

2.
3.

What were the titles of all five poems?
Who were the authors?
Tell what you liked about each of the five poems you chose.



Informational / Nonfiction

A response for a nonfiction book should include and answer the questions below:

1.

What was the title?

2. Who was the author?

3. Who was the illustrator/photographer of the book?
4,

5. Write five facts you learned from this book.

What was the main topic of this book?

Realistic Fiction

A response for a realistic fiction book should include and answer the questions below:

1.

2.
3.

4.

What was the title?

Who was the author?

Write a summary of the book’s events. (Remember to include in your summary: the
story’s setting, characters, problem and solution.)

What were at least 2 things in the book that made the book seem like it coul/d really
have happened in real life?

Fantasy Fiction

A response for a fantasy fiction book should include and answer the questions below:

1.

2.
3.

4.

What was the title?

Who was the author?

Write a summary of the book’s events. (Remember to include in your summary: the
story's setting, characters, problem and solution.)

What were at least 2 things in the book that cou/d not really happen in real life?

Autobiography

A response for an autobiography should include and answer the questions below:

1.

2
3.
4

What was the title?

. Who was the author?

Who was the book written about?

. Write a summary of things you learned about this person. (Include at least 5 facts.)

Fable

A response for a fable should include and answer the questions below:
Read at least 5 short fables.

1.
2.
3.

What were the titles of the 5 fables you chose?

Who were the authors?

Write a summary of each fable’s events. (Remember to include in your summary: the
fable’s setting, characters, problem, and solution.)

What was the moral of each fable?



